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Sec. 2. And be it further enacted , That there shall likewise be, and there is hereby, granted 
to the said State of California, the tracts embracing what is known as the “ Mariposa Big Tree 
Grove,” not to exceed the area of four sections, and to be taken in legal subdivisions of one-quarter 
section each, with the like stipulations as expressed in the first section of this Act as to the States’ 
acceptance, with like conditions as in the first section of this Act as to inalienability, yet with the 
same lease privileges ; the income to be expended in the preservation, improvement and protection of 
the property, the premises to be managed by Commissioners, as stipulated in the first section of this 
Act, and to be taken in legal sub-divisions as aforesaid ; and the official plat of the United States 
Surveyor General, when affirmed by the Commissioner of the General Land Office, to be the evidence 
of the locus of the said Mariposa Big Tree Grove.” 


The above cited Act was approved by the President, June 30th, 1864, 
and, shortly after, a Proclamation was issued by the then Governor of 
California, F. F. Low, taking possession of the tracts thus granted, in the 
name and on behalf of the State, appointing commissioners to manage 
them, and warning all persons against trespassing or settling there 
without authority, and especially forbidding the cutting of timber and 


other injurious acts. 

The Commissioners first appointed were: F. Law Olmsted, J. D. 
Whitney, William Ashburner, I. W. Raymond, E. S. Holden, Alexander 
Leering, George W. Coulter and Galen Clark, all of whom continue to 
hold office, with the exception of Mr. Olmsted, who resigned shortly after 
letuining to the East, and whose place has been filled by the appointment 
of Henry W. Cleaveland. 

The surveys necessary to establish the boundaries of the grants in 
question, as required by the Act of Congress, were made in the autumn 
of 1864, by Messrs. J. T. Gardner and C. King, and the official plat of 
their work was forwarded by the Surveyor General of California to the 
authorities at Washington, and accepted by the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office; thus, in the language of the Act, establishing 
“tlie locus, extent and limits” of the grants of the Yosemite Valley 
and the Mariposa Big Tree Grove. 

A map of the Y osemite Valley, on a scale of two inches to one mile, 

was drawn by Mr. Gardner, showing the boundaries of the Yosemite 

^ alley giant, and the topography ot its immediate vicinity. This map 

has. been engraved and is appended to the present volume, as will be 
noticed further on. 

Before, however, the Yosemite Valley and the Big Tree Grove could 
become the property of the State, it was necessary that the grant made 
by Congress should be accepted by the State Legislature, with all the 
stipulations and reservations contained therein. The grant had no validity 
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until the State, through its Legislature, had solemnly promised to take 
the premises for the benefit of the people, for their use, resort and 
recreation, and especially, “to hold them inalienable for all 
time.” This Avas not an ordinary gift of land, to be sold and the 
proceeds used as desired ; but a trust imposed on the State, of the nature 
of a solemn compact, forever binding after having been once accepted. 
Had the State declined to accept the trust, on the conditions expressed 
in the Act, the whole proceeding would have been null and void and the 
premises would have continued, as they originally were, a part of the 

national domain. 

But, at the next session of the Legislature of California after the 
passage of the Act of Congress cited above, an Act was passed accepting 
the grant of the Yosemite Valley and the Big Tree Grove, on the stipulated 
conditions, confirming the appointment of the Commissioners, organizing 
them into a body for legal purposes and empowering them to make 
regulations and by-laws for their oivn government. The Act of the 
Legislature also contained provisions making it a penal offence to commit 
depredations on the premises, and authorizing the appointment of a 
guardian to take charge of the Grove and Valley. 

In this Act there was special authority given to the State Geologist, 
to make further explorations and surveys in and about the premises 


ceded by the United States, and to prepare and publish such topographical 
maps and reports on the region as he might deem advisable, for the 
purpose of furnishing travellers with desirable information. Thus the 
first step towards increasing the facilities of travel and fulfilling the 


nU-i-,-nlnliAnci A-f tllA 


T" 






"K/-V -fVxll /'wir/xrl if woo ll UATYOrl LY7 


opening roads and trails in and about the A alley and Grove, building 
bridges, and by a variety of similar enterprises calculated to render the 


region accessible <■ and attractive to travellers. This was a part of the 
legitimate work of the Geological Survey, and similar explorations, 
maps and reports of the ivliole of the mountain regions of the State, 
but especially of the Sierra Nevada, should be made, and indeed, would 
have been, had the necessary means been furnished by the Legislature ; 
for no more suitable way of employing our time and money could be 
suggested than this. 


In obedience to the special request of the Legislature, however, our 
attention ivas at once turned to the region of the Y osemite A r alley ; and, 
as early in 1866 as the season would permit, a party was organized by 









